
The Life of Joseph 

I Am Joseph 
Genesis 47:7-31 

 

 

If you had to describe Jacob, Joseph’s dad, how would you describe him?  What words would you use?  Would you 

describe him as a leader?  Would you describe him as a “man of God” or one who walks with God? 

 

 

 

Read 47:7-10.  What does Jacob say to Pharoah?  How long had he lived?  What is his perspective?  Why does he bless 

Pharoah?  What are the possible reasons he would say this?  Which one do you think is accurate?  Who is he comparing 

his life to?  Read 25:8.  Read 35:28-29.  How would you compare these three? 

 

Evil = ra - adversity, affliction, bad, calamity, + displease (-ure), distress, evil ([-favouredness], man, thing), + 

exceedingly, X great, grief (-vous), harm, heavy, hurt (-ful), ill (favoured), + mark, mischief, (-vous), misery, naught (-

ty), noisome, + not please, sad (-ly), sore, sorrow, trouble, vex, wicked (-ly, -ness, one), worse (-st) wretchedness, 

wrong 

 

 

Read 47:11-14.  How are the Israelites living?  How are the Egyptians fairing?  What does it say that Joseph did with all 

the money?  Why is this significant?  What does it tell you about Joseph’s work ethics?  Who was the one responsible 

for all this money coming in?  Have you ever been in this position? 

 

 

 

Read 47:15-26.  What does Joseph do when the Egyptians run out of money?  Is he taking advantage of them or is 

something else going on?  Whose idea was it to sell the land and become slaves?  Are they upset about it?  Read vs. 25.  

How would you describe Joseph through this? 

 

 

 

Read 47:27.  Where are the Israelites?  How are they doing?  Where is Goshen?  How does this compare to the 

Egyptians?  Is this strange to you?  What happens in the beginning of Exodus and how does it compare with this? 

Read Ex. 1:8-11. 

 

 

 

Read 47:28.  Where have we seen this number 17 before?  How old is Jacob now?  When Joseph was talking with 

Pharoah, did it sound final?  Was it?  Do you see God involved here? 

 

 

 

Read 47:29-31.  Remember how we described Jacob in the beginning of this discussion?  Now put that in perspective 

with him now.  What is he asking Joseph to do?  How important is it to him?  Why is it so important to him?  What does 

this tell you about Jacob?  Read Hebrews 11:21.  How important was this perspective to God?  Who does he belong to? 

 

 

 

Main Point:  We all have duality – But God honors our Wrestling 

 


